


In 2007 we 
denounced 

affectation to 
health by 
pesticides

REPORT:
“EXPERTISE 
TO HEALTH 
WORKERS 

AERIAL 
SPRAYING
BANANA 

PLANTATIONS”



In 2009 we filed a 
lawsuit in the US. 
against a 
pesticide 
manufacturers 
"Mancozeb"



In 2008 AL-JAZEERA 
TV made a report that 
was presented in 
2009



In 2009 the demand was 
reported by the daily “Expreso” 
Ecuador

“Pesticides
Leaves marks in the banana 
zones”



Disabilities 
and the 
number of 
intoxicated 
is high



Other 
news



In 2010 we met 
with the UN 
Rapporteur 
Contemporary 
forms of Slavery





Actual conditions of work

Work: Low salaries
-Basic basket 680, 85
-Critical basket (poverty) 504, 47
In a research on 156 banana workers 20 farms 56% said a person works 
in their families



-50% of workers do not have social security benefits
-Workers have no vacations or holidays
-Persecuted if they want to claim their rights or want to organize

“10 workers were 
dismissed”

Banana plantation workers yesterday 
denounced aggression



Workers and their families are affected in their health by fumigations





Supermarkets maintain an irrational struggle 
for lower prices and certifiers guarantee 

nothing



Actions we have fact

-We present a "complaint" to the state
-We filed a complaint against the government  
of Ecuador to the ILO for not meeting the 
agreement on freedom of association 087
-We have contributed to the UPR Universal 
Periodic Review UN

-We have sent letters to European 
Parliamentarians and representatives of the 
countries we visited
-We sent a letter to the representative of the 
European Union in Ecuador



ASTAC´s activities 

 Train banana workers in the right to decent work, to an healthy work 
environment, to gender equity and social security. 

 Organize the workers as the only way forward to enforce their rights.

 Promote alliances with social organizations and organizations of small 
banana farmers affected by the conditions imposed by the big banana 
companies.





ASTAC´s goal
 Strict fulfillment of international conventions and national labor law to improve work and living 

conditions for banana workers in Ecuador.

 Therefore we want to: 

 Strengthen relationships between workers´ organizations in the South and civil society 
organizations in the North such as consumer organizations, trade unions, NGO´s, etc, and 
between workers´ organizations in the South through common projects and activities

 Provide evidence of the structural violation of workers´ rights through investigation of the 
labor situation, health situation, gender and generational situation of the banana workers.

 Legally obtain the possibility to create branch trade unions to change and equilibrate power 
relations.

Respect for human rights and nature is a responsibility of ALL human beings on this planet.  



“Capitalism is cold, like everything that 
is metallic is cold. People does not 
matter. What matters is profit. And 
people only matter when they serve to 
generate profit. To be able to devour as 
much profit as possible, capitalism 
devours people. It is cold, it does not 
have a heart.” (Mons. Leonidas Proaño, 
1990, p. 118).


